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Alumni and Friends,

Henderson has just celebrated the commencement of yet another outstanding class of Reddies. Those 373 
undergraduate and graduate students represent the culmination of our recruitment efforts at Henderson. 
Enrollment in freshman classes has increased at Henderson by more than 27 percent in the past year thanks 
in part to the Arkansas Academic Challenge Lottery Scholarships. Right here in our own backyard, Arkadelphia 
Public School students have been given the opportunity to attend college because of the financial support of the 
Arkadelphia Promise. I am happy to say that more than 60 of the 127 Arkadelphia High School seniors will become 
Reddies this fall.

Henderson’s faculty, staff and students are continuing the strategic planning process to enable Henderson to 
become more efficient and progressive in the future. Henderson’s image and enrollment remain two of our top 
priorities as we move forward. This year, Henderson announced a newly redesigned website that we hope will 
reach more students and enable us to share Henderson’s message. You may have recently heard that Henderson is 
in the process of searching for a new university president following Dr. Welch’s move to Arkansas State University. 
As interim president, I assure you that Henderson will continue the progress we have made in the past few years. 
We all want to make sure that the next president can continue to lead Henderson effectively. I hope that you will 
be involved with the search process. For more information regarding what Henderson is looking for in the next 
president, please visit the Presidential Search page at www.hsu.edu/presidential-search.

As you may have guessed, Henderson’s focus in the year ahead is to continue to look to the future. Over the 
past few years, our campus community has experienced some very positive changes. Much of campus has been 
renovated to accommodate our vibrant, growing student body. As a result, Henderson is working to provide more 
efficient services for our current and future students so they can continue to learn, as we alumni did, what it means 
to be Reddies.

Henderson has just finished construction on its new field station on DeGray Lake, an unprecedented opportunity 
for biological research in Arkansas. A fully renovated Foster Hall, complete with a technology center and staffed 
student computer lab in one easily accessible location, will be ready at the end of June.  Remodeling of Womack 
Hall, the current administration building, will be completed by the end of September to better utilize the current 
square footage and provide a more unified look across campus. And, of course, students and alumni alike will be 
happy to learn that one of the priorities of our campus master plan is the construction of a new dining facility.  A 
number of other campus buildings and facilities have been updated as well.

In time for our move to the new Great American Conference, the natural grass field at Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
has been replaced with a replicated grass surface. The Clyde Berry Baseball Field has also seen major updates with 
the addition of a new press box, dugouts etc. These additions would not have been possible without the generous 
support and direction of our many alumni and friends. As we look to the future we hope that you will continue to 
be a part of this university. Our great institution could not be what it is today without your continued support.

Having received my undergraduate and graduate degrees, my commission as an Army officer, my four letters in 
football (and an AIC Championship) from this great institution, I have learned what being a “True Reddie” means. 
Like many of you, without Henderson I would not be the person I am today. I have been truly blessed to be a part 
of this wonderful institution for a large part of my life. I must say, it is still an exciting time to be a Reddie!

Sincerely,

Bobby G. Jones, ’71, ’95
Interim President
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Henderson graduates mentor their own students, 
teach a second generation to reach for the stars

2 REDDIE REPORT

By Tori Williams
Henderson Student

Two desks with neon green and pink gum stuck underneath 
sat facing each other in the small high school classroom in Hot 
Springs, Ark. Dawn Higgs slid her short dark hair behind one 
ear, her wedding band gleaming next to her simple gold hoop 
earrings, and read a passage from Joseph Conrad’s Heart of 
Darkness to the young girl sitting across from her. On equal 
ground, the student and teacher mirrored each other with their 
bodies folded into the desks like matching marionettes bathed 
in afternoon sunlight. 

From the second semester of my sophomore year until I 
graduated in May of 2008, Higgs was my teacher. My class 
members and I were the proverbial “guinea pigs” for the 
beginning of her teaching career in the AP area. We all began 
the class receiving 2’s and 3’s on the one to nine grading scale 
for essays due to our lack of proper guidance in that area 
before being placed in her unique and often humorous care. 
She helped develop our writing skills and mold our voices for 
when we ventured out into the demanding world of college. 
My first nine on a paper about Wuthering Heights will always 
remind me of the person who taught me to seek out that which 
challenges me and slowly chip away at it until I succeed. 

Around the age of 16, Higgs experienced difficult hardships. 
Her father was in the oil business, and it went bust. Her family 
sold everything they owned to repay debts. That time of bad 
luck made Higgs really proud of her father as he decided not to 
declare bankruptcy. Instead, he sold everything he had, paid 
off his debts and started over. In the middle of her junior year, 
Higgs transferred schools, and her mother found a teaching 
job. Her father started working for a manufacturing company 
across the Louisiana/Arkansas border. Higgs describes it as a 
tough experience, but one that was really good for her. 

Not long after, Higgs was in a car accident which broke 
both of her legs. She had to be in a wheelchair for a while and 
then had to use a walker. With aspirations of making it on the 
cheerleading squad, she worked diligently with her physical 
therapy and eventually secured a position. 

Higgs is no stranger to the daunting problems that can 
arise from poor direction in the academic world as well. 
Graduating from a rural school in the very small town of Strong 
in southern Arkansas, Higgs had to struggle with inadequate 
preparation for college life. Although she does not blame her 
old high school teachers for this, she nonetheless had issues 
with composition and literary analysis in her freshman year at 
Henderson. 

It was while she was in college that she met her husband, 
John. Although they had been friends for a long time, it was 
not until he saved her from drowning that Higgs said she really 
noticed him in a romantic way. 

“We were floating down the Caddo River when they let the 
dam go, and I was on one of those cheap Walmart rafts and it 
got sucked up underneath a tree,” said Higgs. “I was hanging 
on to a limb because the whole top of a tree was under water. 

John is a strong swimmer and he heard me screaming. So he 
swims down, jumps off his raft, grabs me, swims me around 
the tree and saves my life.”

When he returned from basic training for the National 
Guard, Higgs said her attempts at flirting went unnoticed by 
a clueless John for a couple of weeks. It was not until they 
were both sitting at a bonfire hosted by the Sigma Phi Epsilon 
fraternity that he finally asked her on a date. They dated for a 
month and a half before they became engaged. The two were 
married a year and a half later in 1997, and Higgs said that he 
still can make her laugh.

Higgs graduated from Henderson in May of that year 
with a bachelor of science in education (BSE) in English and 
earned a master of liberal arts (MLA) in 2005. 

“The MLA has been very helpful to me as a teacher because 
my focus was literature and then my minor area of interest 
was ancient Greek philosophy,”said Higgs. “Believe it or not, 
I use it constantly. It is just a different way of approaching a 
literary work than the traditional methods of literary criticism 
so it’s been integral in the way that I approach what I teach.”

She is now the proud mother of two children: 12-year-
old Katie and 11-year-old Michael. Both children are eagerly 
involved with swimming and have swim-meets on a regular 
basis. Higgs very much enjoys the sport itself and refers to 
herself as the “super swim mom.”

“What I remember about Dawn in class is that she was 
very good. She was a good writer, good-natured, always 
utterly prepared,” said Dr. Marck Beggs, her former teacher 
and current professor of English at Henderson. “I remember 
her essays were some of the one’s I always kept for last, 
especially in Advanced Comp, because I always knew they 
were going to be some of the best.” 

Higgs was named All American Teacher of the Year in 
Arkansas in AP English in 2010 for her work at Lake Hamilton 
High School. She now focuses mainly on teaching AP 
Literature and senior English. She still attributes her success 
to her professors at Henderson. Dr. Peggy Bailey’s passion 
for literature and the hands-on approach that others took with 
her academic career helped her become a better writer and 
thinker. 

“The ‘learning’ comes naturally in her class — she is 
fantastic at weaving the material through the discussions,” 
said Destiny Davis, a junior biology major at the University 
of Central Arkansas and another former student of Higgs. “I 
remember walking into class everyday feeling excited and 
leaving everyday feeling encouraged. My time in her class 
was an opportunity to explore ideas and questions about 
humanity, life and myself. She guided us towards our own 
conclusions. She allowed us our own sovereignty.”

If not for Higgs, I would still be working in a grocery store 
and college would be just an unattainable dream for me. She 
gave me a future.  

“If not for Higgs, I would still be working 
in a grocery store and college would be 
just an unattainable dream for me. 
She gave me a future.”  

S
ub

m
itt

ed
 P

ho
to

B
ac

kg
ro

un
d 

P
ho

to
 C

ou
rte

sy
 o

f P
R

Dawn
Higgs



3REDDIE REPORT

By Kiara Yancey
Henderson Student

“Hello, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Mrs. Cox, and 
this is freshman English.”

As a freshman at Brinkley High School, I was full of anxiety 
and did not know what to expect. It was first period in freshman 
English, and the teacher walked in with a stern look on her 
face. As Rebecca Cox began reading the syllabus, her voice 
was soft and subtle, yet serious and articulate. The first thing 
I noticed was her hair. It was in a thick ponytail braided down 
her back. Her face was flawless, and despite the freckle here 
and there, she did not look a day over 35. She was dressed in 
a three-quarter-length, white-collared shirt and a long denim 
skirt that covered her plain white keds. She was not wearing 
make-up or jewelry, other than a tiny silver cross brooch that 
was pinned to her shirt.

Mrs. Cox taught me several valuable life lessons that I 
will always hold dear. She taught me that no matter where 
you come from, you, and only you, decide where you go. 
She taught me that I should never compromise my morals, 
integrity or values. Yet the most important lesson I learned 
from Cox was to “let go and let God.”

Cox grew up in a lower class neighborhood in Hot Springs, 
and her family did not have much money. 

“Back then,” Cox said, “we had each other, and that was 
plenty.”

She told me of her childhood and how she did not have 
the nicest toys or clothes and how she and her siblings were 
teased because of it. Cox said her mother and grandmother 
often made their clothes and when one child could not fit the 
garment, on to the next it went.

“There was this one dress that my mother made; it was 
blue with white lace that tied in the back.” Cox said, “Both 
my older sisters and I wore that dress out. When mom finally 
decided to throw it away it had a blood stain from when I fell 
off the swing, ripped lace and, not to mention, it was not that 
blue anymore.”

Cox grew up in a traditional apostolic family, where women 
only wore skirts or dresses. Her family owned a small farm 
where they raised chickens, pigs and cows; they also grew 
most of their own vegetables. 

“We had to work as soon as we were able. Dad was 
getting old, and he couldn’t do everything alone.” Money was 
very tight when she was a child, and the Cox children did not 
get paid for doing housework or working on the farm like most 
kids today.

“If we wanted to eat and stay warm, we would work,” she 
said. “I would hear my dad often tell my younger brother, “A 
man that does not work does not eat.”

Cox had always enjoyed school and frequently dreamed of 
going to college to become a teacher. She became a teacher 
because she had teachers who greatly impacted her life. 

“I wanted to have the opportunity to do the same for young 
people,” said Cox. Outside class, her life was chaotic, and her 
teachers acted like they cared.

Cox says her 10th grade English teacher, Mrs. Bryan, 
would ask the class to free write every day. 

“This is how I learned to love writing, I also gained a new 
avenue of vent, without talking,” said Cox. She recalls telling 
her father once of her dreams, and he responded, “Becky, 
now you know you ain’t goin’ to no college. All you need to 

do is keep livin’ for God, pay your tithes, get married and take 
care of my grandbabies.”

The first time they laughed it off, but she stopped laughing 
when she realized he was serious and did not want her to 
attend. When Cox grew up, apostolic women were not 
encouraged to attend college or do anything that would make 
them seem superior to a man, particularly their husband 
or father. Cox’s father had left school to work at the age of 
thirteen and felt that college was a waste of time and money. 
Cox wanted her father’s consent to attend college, so she 
kept finding different ways to present the idea to him. 

When Cox was in her late twenties, after she had married 
and had her first child, she finally felt that it was possible for her 
to go to college without her father’s consent. She graduated 
from National Park Community College in 2000 with an 
associate of arts (A.A.). She then transferred to Henderson 
and graduated in 2003 with a bachelor of arts (B.A.) in English 
with a writing specialization and a minor in communications.

In 2003 Cox interned at Cutter/Morning Star Elementary 
School. She landed her first real teaching job in 2004 at 
Brinkley High School. Cox said she had to make sacrifices to 
do what she loved. She gave up her friends, church and the 
home that she had known for 35 years to move to Brinkley. 
Cox taught me by example that “No matter where you come 
from, you, and only you, decide where you go.”  

I grew up in a very small town, and my family worked 
hard to make ends meet. Always living from paycheck to 
paycheck, my mother did what she could to provide for us. 
I wanted to attend college. I just did not know how I would 
be able to afford it. One day in my 7th period literature class 
I was stressed because it seemed as though everyone in my 
class knew where they were going to school and how they 
were going to pay for it. Cox asked me, and I told her, out of 
irritation, that I did not know if I would go. She rolled her eyes 
at me and told me that I was way too smart not to go. She told 
me to come to her room after school and that she would help 
me find applications and sources of financial aid. 

In 2007 60 percent of black students in Brinkley, Ark., 
staged a boycott to protest the loss of black administrators, 
feelings of racism and the loss of their dignity in school. I, 
however, did not agree and decided to attend school and be 
one of only 12 black students at the high school for one week. 
All of my friends were participating in the boycott and were 
mad at me for attending school. Even my family participated. 
One day at school I was feeling bad, thinking of joining the 
boycott so people would stop harassing me. I ate lunch in 
Cox’s room that day, and she told me, “If it counts, I think you 
are doing the right thing. No matter the circumstances, you are 
standing up for what you believe. That’s pretty courageous to 
me, because I know it’s easy to follow a crowd, but to stand 
alone takes a very strong person.”

Cox helped me to realize that I was right; I shouldn’t have 
to do something I think is wrong just to fit in. She told me that 
I had a right to my education just like the other students had 
a right to refuse theirs. 

By the end of my senior year, Mrs. Cox and I had developed 
a very close relationship. She taught me many important life 
lessons. Mrs. Cox also gave me the courage to follow my own 
dreams and decide where I would go.

“Mrs. Cox taught me several valuable life 
lessons that I will always hold dear. She 
taught me that no matter where you come from, 
you, and only you, decide where you go.”
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JIMMIE MILBURN CHAFFIN
Dr. Jimmie Milburn Chaffin, a 1953 graduate of 

Henderson, has enjoyed a lengthy career in the military, 
followed by a second career as a minister of the Word. After 
earning his doctorate in the ministry, Chaffin may now be 
called doctor, reverend, or colonel. 

Chaffin, was born in Fort Smith, Ark., on  Sept. 14, 1931, 
to Milburn and Fay Chaffin. He was raised in Sebastian 
County in the communities of Barling, Greenwood and Fort 
Smith and graduated from Fort Smith Senior High School in 
1949.

While a student at Henderson, Chaffin was actively 
involved in the student senate and was on the staff of the 
Oracle newspaper and Star yearbook. He was a member of 
the track team and the men’s counsel, and he organized a 
country music band called the Henderson Ramblers.

Chaffin said his fondest memory of Henderson was 
meeting and marrying his bride of 58 years, Cynthia 
Frances Caldwell. He is also proud of his selection as a 
Distinguished Military Graduate, which led to a 26-year 
career in the U.S. Army during which time he received an 
early promotion to major and served over 16 years as field 
grade officer. During his military career, Chaffin served 
six tours of duty with combat divisions, including the First 
Cavalry Division. He earned 10 meritorious service medals. 
He retired in 1979 as a full colonel. He has recently been 

named a 2011 Distinguished Member of the Quartermaster 
Regiment for his contributions and outstanding leadership.

Chaffin earned his master of divinity degree in 1982 
from the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
He earned his doctor of ministry degree from McCormick 
Theological Seminary in 1997 and earned a diploma in the 
art of spiritual direction from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary in 2001. Chaffin served as a Presbyterian minister 
from 1979-1999 and currently serves as a spiritual director.

Chaffin has served as a frequent guest speaker to 
various community organizations over the years. He served 
as a member of the Meade County Ministerial Association 
and as president and member of the Adair County 
Ministerial Association while in Kentucky. During his tenure 
as a minister, Chaffin was instrumental in the jail ministry 
effort in his area and often supported those less fortunate 
members of the community. In 1993 he established the 
Janice Holt Giles Foundation in Columbia, Ky., to preserve 
the literary legacy of the Kentucky author and her husband, 
Henry Giles, and to restore their log home. 

“I honestly feel it all began right there on the Henderson 
campus,” Chaffin said. “This ‘School with a Heart’ taught me 
the most important thing in life was to become a person with 
a heart.”

Chaffin and his wife, Cynthia, live in Hot Springs Village. 
They have two children and three grandchildren.
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First awarded in 1972 to honor outstanding graduates, the Distinguished Alumni award is the highest honor that Henderson 
bestows on its graduates. Honorees have made outstanding achievements and contributions in their career, community, 
education, politics, social service, and humanities. The recipients are a distinguished group of men and women whose 
accomplishments are worthy of recognition, and, each year, the Henderson State University Alumni Association Board of 
Directors has the honor of selecting these distinguished alumni to represent Henderson. Distinguished Alumni are invited on 
the year of recognition to address Henderson’s newest graduates at commencement exercises and share their own stories 
of success and words of wisdom. This year, Henderson is proud to present three very deserving honorees — Jimmie Milburn 
Chaffin, Kay Roberts McAfee and Ann Barnwell Rye.

Distinguished
Alumni
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KAY ROBERTS MCAFEE 
A 1968 graduate with a bachelor of music, Dr. Kay 

Roberts McAfee retired in 2002 after 32 years as profes-
sor of organ and music history and university organist at 
her alma mater, Henderson State University. 

McAfee was born in Galesburg, Ill., on Oct. 6, 1946, to 
Capt. Edmund and Helen Rost Roberts. She was raised 
in Pine Bluff and graduated from Pine Bluff High School in 
1964.

McAfee is currently Organist at First United Methodist 
Church in Arkadelphia, Ark. Her first organ studies were 
with JoAnne Smith who was organist at First Presbyterian 
Church in Pine Bluff.  

She earned a master of music degree from the East-
man School of Music, Rochester, NY, and a doctor of 
musical arts degree from the University of North Texas in 
1985. McAfee has been a guest artist for two American 
Guild of Organists Region VII Conventions and reviewer 
for another. She currently serves as historian for the Cen-
tral Arkansas Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
and has previously held the offices of dean and sub-dean. 

She has performed numerous solo organ recitals 
throughout the South as well as in Arkansas, and has 
been oratorio organist for several organizations, including 
the Arkansas Opera Theatre, Arkansas Music Festival, 
and churches and universities throughout the state. 

She was presented in recital at the great pipe organs 
of the Basilica of Sainte-Clothilde in Paris, France, and at 
the Basilica of Saint-Sernin in Toulouse, France (1999 and 
2003). Her organ majors were contest winners and cur-
rently serve churches as full- and part-time organists and 
choir directors. 

Throughout her career, Dr. McAfee has arranged 
presentations for children’s groups on the importance of 
the pipe organ for musical expression and for the leading 
of group singing. 

Kay and her husband Wayne have two daughters.

ANN BARNWELL RYE
A 1969 graduate with a bachelor of music, Dr. Ann 

Barnwell Rye retired in 2007 after 36 years as a professor 
of music at her alma mater, Henderson State University. 

Rye was born in Little Rock, Ark., on July 27, 1947, to 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Thompson Barnwell. She was raised in 
Cabot and graduated from Cabot High School in 1965.

She met and married her husband, Dr. Charles Rye, 
while a student at Henderson.  A piano performance 
major on a full music scholarship, she performed with 
the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra as a senior. After 
teaching elementary school music in Crossett for a year, 
she continued her education in 1970 at Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge. 

There she studied piano and held a full graduate 
assistantship in accompanying until completing the master 
of music degree in piano performance in December 1971. 
The following semester Rye was hired by LSU as a full-
time instructor of music to fill the position of a faculty 
member who was taking a sabbatical leave. 

A sabbatical leave also brought both Ann and Charles 
Rye back to Henderson in 1972, this time as part-time 
instructors of music. Taking a two-year sabbatical for 
study, Rye earned her doctor of musical arts degree 
(piano performance) in 1977 from the University of 
Oklahoma. 

In August of 1977, she returned to Henderson to 
devote the rest of her career to providing the best possible 
musical and educational opportunities for her students. 
She performed hundreds of concerts as soloist, duo-
pianist, and collaborative artist during her 36-year career 
on faculty. 

While at Henderson, she taught hundreds of students 
who now teach, perform, and participate in church 
services across the country. Dr. Rye also served as the 
organist at First United Methodist Church for 15 years. 

Ann and her husband Charles have two sons.
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Biological Field Station readied for 2012 opening 

Construction is now complete on Hen-
derson’s biology field station on the north-
west shore of DeGray Lake.The field station 
is located on approximately 104 acres north 
of the Shouse Ford campsite on property 
leased long-term from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

The 7,000-square-foot log cabin facility 
will house two laboratory/classrooms, a dedi-
cated research lab, a library resource room, 
kitchen, great room and living accommoda-
tions for 10 students and two faculty. 

“It will be a unique facility in the state. 
There’s nothing else like it,” Dr. James Eng-
man, chair of Henderson’s biology depart-
ment, said. “We will have trails, exhibits, 
specimens and scientific equipment for stu-
dents to use.” 

A groundbreaking ceremony took place in 
October 2009, and plans are currently being 
made for a grand opening for the public to be 
held during the spring 2012 semester. Until 
then, Henderson students are already using 
the grounds for entomology research while 
the facility is being furnished.

A manager has recently been hired to 
oversee the property. Once equipped, the 
facility will have diverse benefits, according 
to Engman. The station will house inten-
sive summer courses in a residential set-
ting. It could also be used as a destination 
for field work supporting on-campus biology 
courses,and for weekend or overnight field 
trips. 

“It will also support undergraduate and 

faculty research. A permanent field station 
with access to a large reservoir and a vari-
ety of terrestrial communities will serve as a 
nexus for research,” Engman said. Multiple 
investigations carried out at an established 
field station will have the potential to support 
one another through shared data and devel-
opment of long-term studies. 

Engman said the field station will provide 
a means for community outreach and part-
nerships between the university, Corps of 
Engineers and other federal, state, local and 
private entities. The facility will provide a site 
for day visits and possibly overnight stays by 
groups with an interest in environmental edu-
cation. 

The majority of the land will remain unal-
tered, although some long-term forest man-
agement will be planned to increase the di-
versity of trees and plant species. A series of 
trails will be maintained, and a majority of the 
dirt roads will be returned to a more natural 
condition. 

Engman said no alteration of the shore-
line is anticipated other than the construction 
of a dock to provide covered storage for a 
pontoon boat and a smaller craft. The major-
ity of research and teaching on the land will 
be relatively low-impact, he said.

The facility would not be possible without 
significant donations from the late Dr. Della 
Sue Simonson (’51) and her brother, Col. Eu-
gene Simonson (’51) and the W. H. Sturgis 
Estate. Numerous family and friends also 
supported the Simonson’s efforts.
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Henderson faculty, staff and students 
dedicate one Saturday each semester in 
service to the Arkadelphia community as part 
of the Reddie to Serve program. Henderson’s 
program was recognized along with Ouachita 
Baptist University’s Tiger Serve Day as 
Volunteer Organization of the Year for 2011. 

For the event, volunteers work in groups to 
complete a variety of projects. Over the past 
year, Reddie to Serve volunteers helped paint 
the Boys and Girls Club, picked up debris 
along Arkadelphia streets, helped assemble 
playground equipment at Central Primary 
School, cleaned animal cages and walked 
dogs at the local Humane Society. 

Numerous groups also worked to complete 
lawn maintenance projects for elderly residents 
who were unable to mow, rake and weed their 
properties.

Dr. Lewis Shepherd, vice president for 
external affairs at Henderson, called the effort 
part of the long-range plan for the university’s 
students to become “intricately involved in 
every aspect of the community which we 
serve.” 

“We live in a great community and it is the 
responsibility of all residents to make certain 
that its appearance is reflective on the quality 
of our citizenry,” Shepherd said. “Reddie 
to Serve is Henderson’s way of saying we 

understand the importance of what a well-
groomed city means to the recruitment of 
industry, attracting students to our universities 
and the overall aesthetics that exhibit pride in 
an environment.” 

Shepherd estimates that approximately 
650 volunteers provided a combined total of 
1,950 service hours to the community during 
Henderson’s first year of the project. In addition 
to Reddie to Serve Day, Henderson students, 
faculty and staff also assist neighborhood 
organizations such as Group Living and the 
Boys and Girls Club. The Reddie community 
continues to share what it means to be a part 
of “The School with a Heart.”

“The many heartfelt thank-you notes 
received after the event showed us just how 
much Henderson had touched the community,” 
said Sheryl Strother, assistant director of 
Henderson’s Community Education Center.

The benefit of Reddie to Serve is not just 
limited to those individuals with projects, 
though. “It is so rewarding for the students to 
see what a difference a few hours of their time 
can mean to someone else,” said Strother. 

Shepherd and Strother are excited about 
the impact the campus has had on its wider 
community and look forward to building on the 
event for the future. The fall Reddie to Serve 
Day has been scheduled for October 8, 2011.

Reddie to Serve benefits students and community
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BIG BAND BALL CELEBRATES VETERANS AND 
FRIENDS IN USO STYLE

The lawn of the Barkman House (alumni house) provided the per-
fect backdrop for the Big Band Ball last November. With a throw-
back theme from the USO and Big Band era, Dr. Rick Dimond and 
members of the jazz band cranked out favorites as alumni and 
friends, some in military attire, danced under the stars on a lumi-
nary-flanked dance floor.  Large, romantically lit tents hosted tables 
of chocolate fondue and other tasty treats for guests celebrating 
Veteran’s Day.

STUDENTS AND SCHOLARSHIP DONORS MEET 
AT HEART  AND KEY AWARDS  ASSEMBLY

Each year, some of the best and brightest students gather at the 
annual Heart and Key Awards Assembly in Henderson’s Russell 
Fine Arts Harwood Recital Hall to receive scholarships, awards and 
honors. The assembly and reception allow scholarship donors the 
opportunity to meet with student recipients. Dr. John Hall, man-
aging director of the Henderson State University Foundation, also 
gave a special report regarding the state of the Foundation, which 
now totals $15 million in endowments whose interest will continue 
to award scholarships. The event is sponsored by Heart & Key.

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM NAMED FOR DAVIS AND 
BAKER

The Board of Trustees recently announced that Henderson’s early 
childhood program would be named the Davis-Baker Preschool 
to honor Dr. Pam Davis and Mrs. Beverly Baker. The accredited 
preschool program, hosted on Henderson’s campus, provides in-
structional experience for early childhood majors while teaching 3 
and 4-year-olds skills and concepts. Davis taught early childhood 
education for 40 years and Baker taught in the Family Consumer 
Science Department for 35 years.   

ALUMNI ROCK AT BATTLE OF THE RAVINE BASH

The best way to start the Battle of the Ravine festivities was to 
rock out at the Barkman House Bash!  The band “Az Izz” — Rick 
Dial (’79) (Sling Blade, The General’s Daughter, Secondhand Li-
ons, and upcoming movie with Jack Black), Rick Coke (’80), Ron 
Hall (’74), David Puckett (’81), John Webb (’74, ’80), Gary Meggs 
(’77, ’85), Phillip Taylor (’03) and Scott Vise  — performed popular 
songs from the ’80s, ’90s and today.  Members of the Showband 
of Arkansas also gave a memorable performance of B Flat to G 
from the upper balcony. (Please turn to page 19 for Rick Dial’s 
obituary.)
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HENDERSON NOW A SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS

On Aug. 1, 2010, Henderson, along with all other Arkansas public 
colleges and universities, became smoke-free as part of the Clean 
Air on Campus Act of 2009 passed by the Arkansas General As-
sembly. Signage has been placed across campus to remind stu-
dents, employees and visitors of the smoke-free environment.  The 
ban is in effect on any campus property, including parking lots and 
portions of streets that run through Henderson’s campus. Viola-
tors may be subject to a fine of up to $500 or a court appearance. 
University compliance will be monitored, and Henderson could be 
penalized for not properly enforcing the law. 

OFF-CAMPUS APARTMENTS NOW AN OPTION 

Increased enrollment and students choosing campus housing 
beyond their sophomore year has caused a shortage of rooms.  
Time constraints prohibit building more dorms, so residence life 
has made arrangements for 30 students to live in apartments at 
Eagle Point and 16 students at Whispering Oaks. To qualify, stu-
dents must currently be living in the residence halls, considered in 
good standing, have a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher and have 
at least 60 credit hours. Students sign a 10 month lease and are 
not required to leave during breaks. These apartment units will be 
considered on-campus housing for the purpose of financial aid.

CAMPUS SEES RECORD FRESHMAN ENROLLMENT

The fall semester boasted the largest freshman class in the school’s 
121-year history with a freshmen class increase of 27 percent and 
17 percent for the sophomore class. The growth in the sophomore 
class reflects positively on first-year retention figures. The university 
also experienced an increase in undergraduate full-time equivalent 
(FTE) students, a primary factor in determining state funding alloca-
tions. Interim President Bobby Jones attributes staff collaboration. 
“There has been an incredible effort across campus, especially in 
admissions and financial aid. We all feel a sense of excitement as 
we work together to meet the needs of our new students.”

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP HOLDS PROMISE FOR 
ARKADELPHIA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Last fall, Arkadelphia Public School students learned that they 
would be guaranteed the hope of a college degree with the Arka-
delphia Promise Scholarship. Recipients must achieve the Arkan-
sas Challenge Scholarship that has minimum requirements of a 19 
on the ACT or 2.5 GPA. Of the 127 AHS graduates this year, over 
60 plan to attend HSU. After the Arkansas Academic Challenge is 
applied, the program pays the balance of tuition and mandatory 
fees for any Arkadelphia graduate who attends an accredited two 
or four-year university. The scholarships are funded by The Ross 
Foundation and Southern Bancorp.  

9REDDIE REPORT8 REDDIE REPORT

Campus
News

P
R

/ S
te

ve
 F

el
le

rs
O

B
U

 / 
W

es
le

y 
K

lu
ck

O
IA

/ D
eb

or
ah

 S
es

se
r

C
ou

rte
sy

 o
f W

hi
sp

er
in

g 
O

ak
s



11REDDIE REPORT10 REDDIE REPORT

Additions

Doug Nichols, top assistant coach at 
Arkansas Tech for the past season, will 
be the 27th head basketball coach for 
the Reddies in the 99-year history of the 
program. During his time at Arkansas Tech, 
he helped guide the Wonder Boys to a Gulf 
South Conference West Division title, a 
NCAA South Regional Semifinal appearance 
and a 25-6 overall record. Nichols earned a 
bachelor of sports management from Texas 
A&M in 2005, as well as earning his master 
of education from Stephen F. Austin in 2007. 
Nichols is a native of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
where he attended Ray High School and 
lettered three years in basketball earning 
All-District honors. 

Doug Nichols
Head Men’s Basketball Coach

Kale Gober 
Director of Athletics

Cody Hooten
Head Baseball Coach

Kale Gober was named the Director of 
Athletics following the retirement of Sam 
Goodwin in 2010.  Gober came to HSU from 
the University of Central Arkansas where he 
was serving as development associate and 
assistant to the athletics director. Gober 
has three goals for the athletic department 
including: graduating student athletes, 
winning games and raising money. In his 
short tenure as director, Gober has secured 
enough private funds to turf Carpenter-
Haygood Stadium. The $600,000 project 
became a reality this spring. A native of 
El Dorado, Ark., Gober holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Henderson State University 
and a master’s degree from the University 
of Central Arkansas. Gober is married to 
Kaitlen Garrison (’08).

Cody Hooten has assumed the position 
of the head baseball coach after serving 
the previous two years as assistant coach 
for the Reddies. In 2010, he helped lead 
the Reddies to their first-ever Gulf South 
Conference Tournament. Hooten replaces 
John Harvey who left Henderson to coach 
at University of Arkansas at Monticello.  
Hooten has served as the Reddies hitting 
coach and chief recruiter, and under his 
leadership 12 players have earned All Gulf 
South Conference. Previously, Hooten 
coached at Pratt Community College, 
Friends University and Lyon College.  
Hooten is a graduate of Lyon College and 
has obtained his master’s degree from 
Henderson State University.  

Carrie Roberson was named Director of 
Institutional Advancement and will lead 
Henderson’s alumni, development and 
fundraising efforts on programs to support 
the university’s mission and goals.  Roberson 
comes from Southern Bancorp where she 
served as a community development officer 
and worked to secure private funding for 
major community projects including The 
Arkadelphia Promise, the Boys & Girls 
Club of Clark County and the Arkadelphia 
College Preparatory Academy.  She holds 
a bachelor of arts in communications and is 
married to Carey Roberson (’95).

Carrie Roberson
Director of Institutional Advancement

Ken Taylor
Interim Dean of Graduate School

Chris Oestreich
Head Women’s Basketball Coach

Dr. Ken Taylor, associate dean of Teachers 
College, has been named Henderson’s in-
terim graduate dean. He will officially take 
office on July 1. Taylor replaces Dr. Carl 
Stark who had been serving as interim 
dean before his retirement this spring. Tay-
lor also serves as an associate professor 
of curriculum and instruction at Henderson.  
He earned his undergraduate degree from 
Grambling University, his master’s degree 
from the University of South Alabama and 
his doctorate degree from the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock.

Chris Oestreich will lead the Lady Reddies 
as interim head women’s basketball coach.  
Oestreich served as Henderson’s top assis-
tant for the past two seasons and has been 
instrumental as Henderson’s chief recruiter.  
A veteran to the coaching field, Oestreich 
has been in the profession for 23 years, 
spending 21 years in the college ranks as 
well as coaching internationally.  Oestreich 
earned his bachelor’s degree in secondary 
education at St. Mary of the Plains College 
in Dodge City, Kan., and his master’s in ed-
ucational administration from the University 
of Missouri.
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Dr. Pam Davis
Professor of Early Childhood Education

Director of Child Service Center
Ph.D., 1981, Texas Woman’s University

Hired in 1971 (40 years of service)

Dr. Jane Dunn
Associate Professor of Biology

Ed.D, 1996, University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock

Hired in 1996 (15 years service)

Dr. Julia Hall
Professor of English and Chair of the 

Department of English, Foreign 
Languages and Philosophy

Ph.D., 1977, University of Mississippi
Hired in 1968 (43 years service)

11REDDIE REPORT10 REDDIE REPORT

Retirements

Dr. Fred Parker
Professor of Education

Ed.D., 1987, Northwestern State University
Hired in 1992 (18 years of service) 

Mr. Calvin Shipley
Associate Professor of Business

M.S., 1974, Louisiana State University
Hired in 1978 (33 years of service)

Dr. George Ann Stallings
Associate Professor of 

Curriculum and Instruction
Ed.D., 2008, University of Arkansas 

at Little Rock
Hired in 1992 (19 years of service)

Dr. Carl Stark
Professor of Marketing and 

Interim Dean of Graduate School
D.B.A., 1991, Mississippi State University

Hired in 1988 (23 years of service)

Ms. Doris Wright
Assistant Professor of Business

M.B.A., 1987, Henderson State University
 (19 years of service)

Mr. Don Wells 
Assistant Professor of Sociology

University Transfer Advisor
M.A., 1971, Stephen F. Austin 

State University
Hired in 1971 (40 years of service) 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE ORCHESTRA INSTRUCTS 
WEE MEMBERS OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

An invitation for children to attend an orchestra performance?  Yes, 
indeed!  “An Introduction to the Orchestra,” was recently held in the 
Russell Fine Arts Harwood Recital Hall.  Dr. May Tsao-Lim and Dr. 
Hee-Kyung Juhn, pianists, were featured in Saint Saens’ “Carni-
val of the Animals,” a piece that invited children in the audience to 
guess which animals were depicted in the music. Dr. Rick Dimond, 
orchestra director, also demonstrated instrument sounds.  The per-
formance was free and open to guests of all ages.

COMMON BOOK PROGRAM IN FIFTH YEAR; HSU 
WELCOMES COMMUNITY FOR LECTURE

The Common Book program took root on campus in 2006, offer-
ing students the opportunity to read and discuss the same book. 
The book’s theme provides the foundation for various discussions 
and events relating to topics of interest in today’s society. Julie Ot-
suka, author of the prize-winning novel, When the Emperor was 
Divine, was the guest speaker for the program’s free public lecture 
and book signing last fall. Ishmael Beah, author of Henderson’s fall 
2011 common book selection A Long Way Gone: Memoir of a Boy 
Soldier, will be visiting the campus on Sept. 21, 2011.

AUTHOR OF ‘THE DEVIL’S KNOT’ VISITS CAMPUS

Mara Leveritt, award-winning author of The Devil’s Knot, visited 
the Henderson campus to lead a discussion on the West Memphis 
Three.  Her book, The Devil’s Knot, examines the legal irregularities 
that followed the sensational murders of three eight-year-old boys 
in West Memphis, Ark. Leveritt leads an endless quest to bring at-
tention to the controversial 18-year-old case which, if overturned, 
could mean the release of two young men from prison and another 
from death row. The discussion, followed by a book signing, was 
sponsored by the HSU Sociology and Human Services Club.

HEART AND KEY REDDIE CAN-DO CONTEST 
DONATES FOOD AND FUNDING TO CHARITIES

This spring semester, Heart and Key sponsored a competition in-
viting student groups to build structures representing Henderson 
using only canned goods and paper. Sigma Phi Epsilon won the 
competition with their construction of Haygood Stadium during an 
HSU vs. OBU football game. The top three student organizations 
(Sigma Phi Epsilon, Psi Chi, and Alpha Sigma Tau) received cash 
prizes to donate to the charities of their choice. The canned goods 
were donated to the Courage House, a shelter for abused women 
and children, after the competition. 
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HSU TO JOIN GREAT AMERICAN CONFERENCE

Henderson State University is now a member of the Great Ameri-
can Conference. HSU joins a nine-member league that includes 
NCAA Division II universities from Arkansas and Oklahoma. Much 
of the impetus for the new league was to bring together institu-
tions with similar athletic and academic profiles as well as those in 
geographic proximity to lessen travel costs and missed class time 
for student-athletes. The conference includes Arkansas-Monticel-
lo, Arkansas Tech, East Central Oklahoma, Harding, Henderson 
State, Ouachita Baptist, Southeastern Oklahoma State, Southern 
Arkansas and Southwestern Oklahoma State.

CLYDE BERRY BASEBALL FIELD SEES 
IMPROVEMENTS IN FACILITIES AND GROUNDS

While the work is not quite complete, the Reddies baseball team 
is already playing on the new-looking Clyde Berry Field. The 
project includes new dugouts, a new pressbox, concession stand, 
restrooms and other improvements. Last year, several former 
students, classmates and friends of former Reddie Coach Clyde 
Berry (’53) gathered for a Roast and Toast to celebrate Berry’s 
career and contribute to the ongoing project to improve the 
baseball facilities.

13REDDIE REPORT12 REDDIE REPORT

Athletics

REDDIE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Sept. 1  at University of Central Arkansas  7 p.m.
Sept. 10  *at Harding    TBA
Sept. 17  *Southwestern Oklahoma   6 p.m.
Sept. 24  Delta State (Hall of Honor)   3 p.m.
Oct. 1  at West Georgia    1 p.m.
Oct. 8  Open
Oct. 15  *at Southeastern Oklahoma   TBA
Oct. 22  *East Central Okla. (Homecoming)  3 p.m.
Oct. 29  at South Alabama    TBA
Nov. 5  McKendree (Senior Day)   1 p.m.
Nov. 12  *at Ouachita Baptist   TBA

REDDIE VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
Sept. 2  West Alabama-Memphis, Tenn.  9 a.m. 
Sept. 2  Bellarmine-Memphis, Tenn.  3 p.m.
Sept. 3  Montevallo-Memphis, Tenn.  1 p.m.
Sept. 3  Christian Brothers-Memphis, Tenn. 5 p.m.
Sept. 6  at Texas A&M-Commerce  7 p.m.
Sept. 8  at Alabama-Huntsville  5 p.m.
Sept. 8  West Georgia-Huntsville  7 p.m.
Sept. 9  Cedarville-Huntsville  10 a.m.
Sept. 9  University of DC-Huntsville  2 p.m.
Sept. 13  *Harding     7 p.m.
Sept. 15  *at Arkansas Tech   7 p.m.
Sept. 19  Lyon    7 p.m.
Sept. 20  at Arkansas-Pine Bluff  6 p.m.
Sept. 23  *Southeastern Oklahoma  6 p.m.
Sept. 27  *Ouachita Baptist   7 p.m.
Sept. 30  *at East Central    6 p.m.
Oct. 1  *at Southwestern Oklahoma  1 p.m.
Oct. 4  *Arkansas-Monticello  7 p.m.
Oct. 6  *at Southern Arkansas University 7 p.m.
Oct. 11  *at Harding   7 p.m.
Oct. 13  *Arkansas Tech   7 p.m.
Oct. 14  Palm Beach Atlantic-Russellville 5 p.m.
Oct. 14  Lindenwood-Russellville,   7 p.m.
Oct. 15  Sioux Falls-Russellville,   1 p.m.
Oct. 18  Texas A&M-Commerce  7 p.m.
Oct. 21  *at Southeastern Oklahoma  7 p.m.
Oct. 25  *at Ouachita Baptist University 7 p.m.
Oct. 28  *East Central Oklahoma  6 p.m.
Oct. 29  *Southwestern Oklahoma  11 a.m.
Nov. 1  *at Arkansas-Monticello  7 p.m.
Nov. 3  *Southern Arkansas University  7 p.m.

*conference game

Fall Athletics Schedules

Tailgate with us Reddie-style!
The party starts prior to the 
HSU vs. UCA football game 

Sept. 1 in Conway, Ark.
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Henderson’s New Look —
1) Foster’s three-story facade is 
re-touched during the building’s 
remodeling process; 2) Brick and 
mortar are removed from the front 
of Womack to make the building’s 
design match the exterior of other 
campus structures; 3) A new traffic 
light and crosswalk has been placed 
at the intersection of Henderson 
and 10th streets to make it safer 
for pedestrians; 4)  Sixty-four 
new parking spaces are added to 
campus at the corner of Wilson 
and 12th street to accomodate 
additional students; 5) Brighter, 
more energy-efficient lighting has 
replaced many of the now obsolete 
globes on campus; 6) Campus 
now includes property on Hickory 
Street to accomodate offices during 
construction; 7) New artificial turf 
covers Ruggles Field at Carpenter-
Haygood Stadium.  
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Henderson has experienced numerous renovations over the 
years. Its alumni have closely watched as their beloved alma ma-
ter matures and grows. The college campus survived a devastat-
ing fire in 1914 that nearly cut the school’s history short. Part of 
Henderson’s rich history has been its willingness to adapt to meet 
the needs of its students.

Over the past year, Henderson has made major renovations 
to the Clyde Berry Baseball Field (see page 14), Ruggles Field, 
Womack Hall, Foster Hall, and various other structures to improve 
the campus and the services offered to its students. 

Alumni and current players anxiously followed the replacement 
of the existing natural grass field at Carpenter-Haygood Stadium 
with a synthetic composite material. Many former athletes and 
fans will miss the turf on which the legendary Coach Sporty Car-
penter once tread. Some were lucky enough to beat the removal 
crew to save a small section of organic history. Ernie Higgs (’00, 
’03), director of the Garrison Activity and Conference Center, 
posted photographic updates to his Facebook wall as the demoli-
tion and installation process took place.

As an undergraduate student, Higgs served as equipment and 
stadium manager for the Reddie football team and has continued 
to volunteer while employed at Henderson. Though he is excited 
to see the campus expanding and improving its facilities, the sud-
denness of the turf removal and the installation of the new rubber 
composite field came as a shock. 

“It was sad,” Higgs said.  “We knew it was coming, but it kinda 
caught me off guard.”

Maintenance staff received word on the morning of the demoli-
tion that the turf was being removed, and a quickly-assembled 
crew gathered at the field to remove sprinkler heads. The heavy 
machinery operators cleared the topsoil as quickly as the main-
tenance workers removed one sprinkler head and rushed to grab 
the next plastic piece. 

“I got a phone call from a friend of mine who just happened to 
be walking into the field house to visit. He sent me a text with a 
picture of the crew taking off the first layer [of the natural grass].” 
Higgs then rushed down the hill to capture a piece of his and 
Henderson’s shared history. 

“I got a little patch of [the turf] down in my front yard,” Higgs 
said. “For me it is sentimental because of all the time I spent down 
at the stadium, and if I ever move I will dig it up and take it with 
me.”

Terry Blaylock (’76, ’77) was excited to learn that the turf was 
being replaced after years of alumni lobbying Henderson regard-
ing the state of the natural grass field. The 2000 Hall of Honor 
inductee played football in the 1970s under the direction of the 
legendary Carpenter. 

“For me, the memories are there because of him — not the 
grass,” Blaylock said. “If the turf ever got wet, traction was awful. It 
was like skating.”

Blaylock described the natural turf as sparse but “speed-
favoring” due to a lack of deep growth that could catch cleats. 
According to Blaylock, despite the state of the grass, football was 
a completely different experience in the 1970s than it has been 
in the past 10-15 years. Then, Blaylock remembers, the stadium 
packed record crowds of several thousand people, with excited 
fans crowded around the bowl and track to cheer the Reddies.

Both Higgs and Blaylock are hopeful that the move to the 
newly created Great American Conference (see page 13) will 
revive some of the former excitement for football. 

Since its creation, the bowl-shaped stadium has served as a 

place for students and alumni to gather and experience part of 
what it means to share in the Reddie spirit. The Board of Trust-
ees at a May 5, 2011, meeting approved the naming of the field 
in honor of Don and Mary Ruggles, who pledged $200,000 for 
the football field. According to Interim President Bobby Jones, 
the original $750,000 estimate for the project was lowered to 
$580,000 as the project will be paid with private funds. “Hender-
son didn’t need to factor in the cost of interest since we weren’t 
borrowing the money,” Jones said. In addition, Jones said the 
installation of artificial turf will save the university an estimated 
$21,000 annually in maintenance fees.

While some facilities are being brought into the future with con-
struction and remodeling, Another structure is being returned to its 
former appearance. After its construction in 1936, Womack Hall 
served at different times as a dormitory for both men and women. 
In the 1970s, the structure was modernized and converted to 
office space. Beginning last August, the front of the structure was 
removed to make way for a new façade. 

A 1939 Henderson State Teacher’s College Bulletin thus de-
scribes Womack Hall:

“This dormitory for women…[was] named in honor of J. P. 
Womack, President of the college. This is a three story brick build-
ing with apartments on the first floor and rooms on the second 
floor furnishing accommodations for 124 women.”

The 1970-1972 Henderson State College Catalog lists the 
structure’s housing capacity at “125 men.” The matter-of-fact 
descriptions of the dormitory do not paint a very detailed picture, 
but a number of alumni still remember their experiences residing 
in the building.

Pat Chambers Racop (’54) shared the corner room on the top 
floor of Womack that now houses the president’s office. 

“I didn’t realize I had the choice room,” Racop said.
Her dormitory room in Womack was very different from those 

of current students. “We had a very plain room. With the windows 
there wasn’t much room for hanging pictures, and we had three 
beds, three chests of drawers, and three desks,” Racop said. 

In 1951, Racop remembers the building of Oaks, Pines and 
Holly. “It was very different that first year, because women had 
not been allowed to cross the bridge over the ravine before, and 
female students felt guilty walking to the new dorms in the area 
where the boys had been living,” Racop said.

University stakeholders recently went on a daytime and 
nighttime campus tour to determine problem areas with lighting 
and other safety concerns. As a result of feedback from campus 
groups and the committee, the campus has recently replaced 
the globe lighting that formerly lit the campus with more energy 
efficient units. Jones said the university replaced the lighting 
once parts were no longer available. Parking areas were also 
developed and paved on the corner of Wilson and 12th streets to 
accommodate 64 additional students.

Thanks to the efforts of the state and the Henderson commu-
nity, a new traffic light and pedestrian crosswalk has been placed 
at the intersection of Henderson and 10th streets. Foster Hall 
is currently being remodeled to house a technology center and 
staffed student computer lab. Admissions staff moved from Foster 
to Womack to combine more student services in one location.

With each new year, remodeling and new construction have 
drastically altered the look of campus, making room for new Red-
dies. With the creation of a university strategic plan, Henderson 
hopes to create a more consistent image. How will Henderson’s 
current students remember the school?

Campus sees renovation in buildings and facilities
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Weddings

Alia Nurmohamed (’04) and Jim O’Neill, June 
19, 2010. 
Thomas Saul (’05) and Kimberly Offield, 
September 5, 2010.
Leah Merritt (’06) and Jason Campbell, May 
30, 2009.
Kimberlee Clift (’08) and Jacob Crangle, July 
31, 2010. 
Carolanne Duke (’09) and Zachary Pinegar, 
July 24, 2010. 
Melissa Grimes (’09) and Craig Manning, 
October 9, 2010.
Clay Sexton (’09) and Leah Forrest (’06), 
October 16, 2010. 
Thad Allen (’10) and Katie Elbe (’10), October 
30, 2010.
Jeremy Anderson (’10) and Laura Adams 
(’09), June 12, 2010.
Hayley Dixon (’10) and Jeremy Hughes, June 
11, 2011.
Tony Marleneanu (’10) and Kathleen Malm 
(’08), May 29, 2011. 
Ben McCaleb (’10) and Blaire Whitehead (’10), 
October 16, 2010.

Warren (’89) and Denise Kesterson Roberson 
(’89), a daughter, Baylee Stella Roberson, born 
November 10, 2010. 
Alexander and Melanie Thomasson Dawson, 
Jr. (’95), a son, Alexander Banks Dawson III, 
born May 25, 2010.
Christopher (’97) and Nicole Thompson 
Brisco (’98), twins, a daughter, Ava Gray Nicole 
Brisco and, a son, Christian Cole Nevin Brisco, 
born June 7, 2010.
Joey (’98) and Torrie Stewart Achan (’00), a 
son, Josiah Alton Achan, born June 15, 2009. 
Justin (’04) and Leah Acree (’05), a daughter, 
Cady Elise Acree, born June 17, 2010.
Justin (’99) and Shea Smead Gregory (’99, 
’06), a son, Ashur Merritt Gregory, born May 15, 

2008, and, a daughter, Hadlee Payson Gregory, 
born January 29, 2010.
Reginal and Demedia Edwards (’01), a 
daughter, Amaia Camille Edwards, born June 
4, 2010.
Donald and Taniqua Dancer Jones (’01), a 
son, Keaton Jones, born May 2, 2010.
Paul and Ashley White (’02, ’10), a son, Karson 
Glen White, born September 22, 2009.
Tim (’03) and Amanda Fisher (’05), a son, 
Drew Allen Fisher, born October 1, 2010.
Justin and Alicia Ligon Ledbetter (’04), a son, 
Jaxon Stone Ledbetter, born September 21, 2010.
Jarred (’05) and Melissa Todd Dreher (’06), a 
son, Weston Lane Dreher, born August 3, 2010. 
Kyle L. (’05) and LaQuita Jones (’05, ’09), a 
son, Nasir Akhil Jones, born April 25, 2011. 
Robert (’07) and Jessica Roberts Catlett (’08), 
a son, Brody Alan Catlett, born January 10, 
2011. 
Zachery (’07) and Amanda Steen Harris (’11), 
a daughter, Maddelyn Katie-Jane Harris, born 
June 4, 2008.
Kirk and Candace Hensley Kirkendoll (’07), 
a son, Caiden Kirkendoll, born September 17, 
2010.
John and Jessica Fiveash James (’08), a 
daughter, Kynlee Kate James, born January 24, 
2011.
Jason (’08) and Laura Damron Moore (’06, 
’08), a daughter, Allison Mae Moore,born May 
25, 2011. 
Jeremy (’10) and Laura Adams Anderson 
(’09), a son, Jude Everett Anderson, born May 
16, 2011.
Fred-Allen (’10) and Jennifer Nicole Pace Self 
(’09), a daughter, Brooklyn Renee Self, born 
June 6, 2010.
Jake (’01) and Suzanne Stayton House (’02), 
a son, Michael Austin House, born December 
15, 2010.

Ben (’49) and Maxine McCauley Hines 
(’48) recently celebrated their 62nd wedding 
anniversary.
John (’51) and Babs Mazzia Hesterly (’51) 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary June 
7, 2011.
Theda Aud (’57) and Anita Cabe (’66) were 
recently honored by The Gaines House with 

Class Notes

Births

FUTURE
 REDDI

ES

the Sandra Wilson Cherry Award for leadership 
and community service. The Gaines House is a 
residence for homeless women in transition to 
self-sufficiency. 
Of the five awards given at the Arkansas 
Business 2010 CFO of the Year Awards 
presentation, four HSU grads walked away with 
top honors. Johnny Hudson (’67) received 
the Lifetime Achievement Award in Accounting; 
Robert Fehlman (’86) received the CFO 
Lifetime Achievement Award; Chris Wewers 
(’92) won Bank CFO of the Year; and Mike 
Myers (’77) was honored with Nonprofit CFO of 
the Year. 
Annette Fitzgerald (’69) was recently appointed 
to the nationwide Taxpayer Advocacy Panel 
(TAP), a group whose aim it is to listen to 
taxpayers, identify issues and make suggestions 
for improving IRS service and customer 
satisfaction. Fitgerald, a University of Missouri 
Extension Specialist, is one of 100 volunteers 
serving on the panel.
David Russell (’69) was recently named the 
interim leader of the Missouri Coordinating 
Board for Higher Education. Russell currently is 
the senior associate vice president and chief of 
staff for the University of Missouri system.
Liz Green (’72) was named a semi-finalist in 
the “Teacher of the Year” competition. Green, 
an English teacher, represented Arkansas High 
School in Texarkana.
Karl Koonce (’73, ’74) was named the National 
Track and Field Coach of the Year in 2009. He 
currently serves as a science teacher and track 
and field coach at Lake Hamilton High School.
Ross Whipple (’73) received the Arkadelphia 
Chamber of Commerce “Citizen of the Year” 
award due, in part, to his commitment to the 
Arkadelphia Promise Scholarship.
Lawrence Hamilton (’76) was featured on the 
radio show “Tales from the South” broadcast 
on UALR’s Public Radio Station, KUAR, earlier 
this year as he talked about his memories of 
Henderson and the South.
Rick Minter (’77, ’78) is currently serving as the 
co-defensive coordinator at the University of 
Kentucky.
Rhonda Thigpen (’81) was inducted to the 
2010 Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame. Thigpen is 
the first volleyball coach to be inducted into the 
Hall of Fame and one of the most successful 
volleyball coaches in Arkansas with more than 
400 victories at the Division II level. She has 
coached the Lady Reddies for 20 years.
Randy Rutherford (’85, ’97, ’07) was recently 
hired as the superintendent of the Bryant School 
District. Previously he served as principal of 
Bryant High School.
Bruce Moore (’89) Little Rock’s city manager, 
was awarded the Lifetime of Service Award for 
his years of dedicated service to City Year. 
Andy Mayberry (’92) was elected to 
the Arkansas House of Representatives 
representing District 27.
Chris Wewers (’92) has been named Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operational Officer at 
First Federal Bank of Harrison. He and his wife 
Debra (’93, ’96) have two children, Ashley and 
Steven.
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Cris McGough (’94, ’97) was recently hired as 
the executive director of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Clark County.
Carey Roberson (’95) recently had his art 
work featured in the “Winthrop Rockefeller 
Legacy Art Exhibition.” Roberson, who teaches 
photography at the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, was recently recognized at the 
annual Founder’s Day celebration at HSU.
Donnie Whitten (’95, ’00, ’05) was recently 
named “40 Under 40” by Arkansas Business 
which identifies intriguing business and political 
leaders under 40 years old.  Whitten currently 
serves as the superintendent for Arkadelphia 
Public Schools.
Brian Henry (’96) recently was named to the 
Hartford Business Journal’s “40 Under 40” list. 
Henry is counsel for fire and explosion litigation 
at Robinson & Cole. In 2006 he received 
the Certified Fire and Explosion Investigator 
designation from the National Association of Fire 
Investigators, a designation held only by two 
dozen attorneys in the United States. 
Lisa Massey (’96, ’11) was recently hired as 
an accounting instructor in the HSU School of 
Business.
Jason Jones (’97) was named Executive 
Director of the Arkadelphia Promise, a 
scholarship program that benefits graduates of 
Arkadelphia High School.
Matt Largen (’97) was recently featured in the 
Nashville Business Journal’s Forty Under 40 
section.
Deborah Collins (’98) was recognized as 
Henderson State University Employee of the 
Year for 2010. Collins serves as director of 
university health and counseling.
Robert Webb Fry II (’98) earned his Ph.D. in 
Musicology from Florida State University. Fry 
currently serves as Senior Lecturer in Music 
History and Literature in the Blair School of 
Music at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn.
Jameé Clay (’99, ’09) was recently promoted to 
Vice President and Director of Compliance for 
Southern Bancorp.
Jeremy Duncan (’99, ’02) graduated in April 
2010 from the U.S. Dept. of Veteran Affairs, 
VISN 16 Leadership Development Institute 
(LDI). The Leadership Development Institute 
is designed for selected future leaders of VISN 
16 network for leadership roles within the U.S. 
department of Veteran Affairs.
Brooke Gregory (’99, ’00) has been named a 
Community Development Officer of Southern 
Bancorp. 
Jody Carter (’00) is working for the UAMS 
Center for Distance Health as a Health Educator.  
Keesha Johnson (’00) graduated with a 
Master of Education degree in Learning 
Systems Technology from UALR. 
Aaron Stewart (’00) was recently hired as 
an Economic Development Specialist at the 
Tennessee Valley Authority.
Sarah Evans Peters (’01, ’03) graduated with 
a Ph.D. in English from Texas A&M and is 
currently a professor at Collin College. 
Jeremy Ross (’01) has opened Ross Insurance 
Company in downtown Arkadelphia.

Shannon Slatton (’01) recently received three 
Emmys for her individual and collaborative work 
on news stories and features at the Northwest 
Community Television/12 News station in the 
Minneapolis region. Slatton also continues to 
serve as an adjunct faculty member teaching 
Broadcast Journalism to HSU students.
Rob Quinn (’02) is serving as a pilot for Virgin 
Airlines. 
Chris Roberts (’02) recently was promoted to 
Asset Protection Project Manager at Walmart in 
Bentonville. He has been employed at Walmart 
since 2006 and previously worked for four years 
in finance.
Tim Fisher (’03) graduated from the Barret 
School of Banking in Memphis, Tenn. in May 
2011.
J. R. Eldridge (’04) was hired as the head 
football coach at Arkadelphia High School.
Mandy Herring (’04) was recently hired to teach 
2nd grade at Gardner Magnet School in the Hot 
Springs School District.
Matt Bond (’05) graduated with a B.S. in 
Management Information Systems from Central 
Baptist College in May 2011.
Amanda Fisher (’05) earned a master of 
science in education from Arkansas State 
University in May 2011.
Kyle Jones (’05) serves as the pastor at Mt. 
Friendship Baptist Church in Curtis. Jones 
also serves as the grant writer/assistant to 
the city manager for the City of Arkadelphia.
Thomas Saul (’05) was promoted to interim 
Chief Operating Officer at Culpepper Regional 
Hospital in Virginia. 
Greg Harrison (’06) accepted a position as 
financial advisor for Wells Fargo Investments in 
El Dorado. He graduated with a master of public 
administration in 2008 and a master of general 
business in 2010 from Southern Arkansas 
University in Magnolia.
Mindy Hoover (’06) was recently hired as 
choral director at Centennial High School in 
Franklin, Tenn.
William Jesse Rich (’06) was promoted to 
buyer/planner at Danfoss in Arkadelphia. 
Derrick Sims (’07) is currently directing the 
upcoming feature film, “Come Morning,” that is 
cited as a thrilling, yet ultimately tragic, tale of 
10-year-old “D” and his Papaw Frank and the 
horrible hunting accident that forever changed 
their lives. The story unfolds during the 12 hours 
following the late-afternoon incident as the 
two descend deeper into the woods and into 
madness during November 1973. Production 
begins in Arkansas on October 24, 2011.
Harlin Miller (’07) recently participated in an 
art exhibit at The Jones Center in Springdale. 
Proceeds from the event were donated to relief 
efforts for Haiti.
Robert Richardson (’07, ’08) passed his 
realtor’s exam in January 2010 and is currently 
working as a real estate agent in central 
Arkansas. Richardson is a member of “Leading 
Real Estate Companies of the World,” the 
largest real estate referral network in the 
country.
Matt Cooley (’08) completed his undergraduate 

pilot training with the US Air Force and will be 
flying the A-10 for the 188th Fighter Squadron in 
Fort Smith.
Stephanie Rizzo (’09, ’11) recently accepted 
the position of research and marketing specialist 
for the Arkansas School for Mathematics, 
Sciences and the Arts. 
Alaina Alexander (’10) was the 20th graduate 
in her family to receive a degree from 
Henderson. She recently accepted a position 
in the outreach and community engagement 
department at the University of Central 
Arkansas.
Joshua Jackson (’10) was recently hired at 
Camden Fairview High School as the band 
director. 
Martha Myrick (’10) is the news producer for 
Today’s THV This Morning.
Taylor (’10) and Jamie Moore Wood (’10) 
recently moved to Mountain View. Taylor is the 
music pastor at Flatwoods Missionary Baptist 
Church, and Jamie is the office manager for 
Shelter Insurance.
Blake Campbell (’11) was hired to teach 
English at Lakeside High School in Hot Springs.
Micah Cassady (’11) was hired to teach 
mathematics at Magnolia High School.
Claudia Gonzalez (’11) was accepted to the 
Ph.D. program in environmental toxicology at 
Duke University. Gonzalez is a Duke Global 
Fellow in Marine Conservation.
Katie Killian (’11) was recently hired as a sales 
specialist at Print Mania Screen Printing and 
More in Arkadelphia.
Andrew McCornack (’11) was commissioned 
as a Second Lieutenant Officer for the Army 
prior to graduating from HSU in May. While at 
Henderson, McCornack was in the Army ROTC.
Erica Trusty (’11) has served the past year as 
a registered volunteer coach of the women’s 
varsity volleyball team at Lakeside High School 
in Hot Springs. Under her helm, the Lady Rams 
went undefeated in 5A Southwest Conference 
play during the 2010 season and she garnered 
5A South Coach of the Year honors.

1930’s
Ida Mae Cannon Still (’31, ’58), 101, of 
Arkadelphia, May 5, 2011.
Mary Jo Wilson McCorkle (’38), 93, of 
Arkadelphia, December 29, 2010.
Leah Marks Wells (’39), (H Award Recipient 
and widow of Coach Duke Wells), 93, of 
Arkadelphia, June 2, 2011.

1940’s
Lucille Clements Franklin (’40), 96, of 
Malvern,  August 5, 2010.

Obituaries

Eternal as the holly
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Mary Leota Gentry Harwood (’50), 82, of 
Texarkana, Tex., April 11, 2011.
James R. Kaufman (’50), 85, of Washington,  
April 24, 2011.
Charles Jet Lightfoot (’50), 85, of Malvern, 
February 18, 2010.
James Fitzhugh Tucker (’50), 85, of Hot 
Springs, December 29, 2010.
Elise Diggs Banister (’51), 87, of Thibodaux, 
La., July 30, 2010.
Bonnell Chambers Birkhead (’51), 94, of Hot 
Springs, May 15, 2011.
Norma Jean Langley Lide (’51), 80, of 
Arkadelphia, August 21, 2010.
James Robert Stitz (’51), 84, of Benton, 
September 24, 2010.
Robert Ralph Swafford (’51), 81, of Odessa, 
Tex., January 17, 2010.
Blanche Irene Keith Broadbent (’53), 79, of 
Pearcy, February 24, 2011.
Floyd Nolan Gibson (’53, ’64), 84, of 
Texarkana, Tex., January 9, 2010.
Dorothy Yarborough Moore (’53), 95, of Hope, 
December 13, 2010.
Myrtle Juanita Lawrence Spurlin (’53), 88, of 
Malvern, September 6, 2010.
Katherine Elizabeth Edds Breitenberg (’54, 
’66), 90, of Hot Springs, June 14, 2010.
Martha Nann Clark Dowell (’54), 77, of 
Maumelle, December 24, 2010.
Nancy Joyce Dawley Howard (’54, ’72), 90, of 
Hot Springs, April 25, 2011.
William Thomas Bright (’55), 78, of Greeley, 
Colo., September 5, 2010.
Nell Ross Bostick Mills (’55), 87, of Texarkana, 
Tex., June 5, 2010.
Susanne Clark Hogue (’56), 76, of Little Rock, 
November 10, 2010.
Joseph Marvin Hutcheson (’56), 75, of North 
Little Rock, October 5, 2010.
Claude A. Vaden (’56), 80, of Houston, Tex., 
October 28, 2010.
Peggy Paul Wetherington (’56), 75, of Hot 
Springs, August 4, 2010.
Lewis David Finley (’57), 84, of Malvern, 
February 24, 2011.
Maurice Rosco Horton (’57, ’63), 75, of Pine 
Bluff, September 25, 2010.
Nina Patricia Brown Rodgers (’57), 73, of 
Crossett, May 12, 2010.
Alma June Ray [Smith] Hornor (’58), 80, of 
Springdale, May 17, 2011.
James Oliver Martin (’58), 82, of LeRoy, Ill., 
April 16, 2010.
Donald Morris Buck (’59), 72, of Hot Springs 
Village, August 24, 2010.
Odis Wilton Wisely (’59, ’66), 75, of Sheridan, 
November 7, 2010.

1960’s
Thomas Luther Spalding (’60, ’68), 76, of 
Pottsville, December 2, 2010.

Waldo Wilson (’60), 77, of Mount Ida, January 
26, 2011.
Evelyn Marie Sanders Bosson (’61), 73, of Hot 
Springs, February 13, 2011.
Charles Bryan Dyer, Sr. (’61), 73, of Alma, April 
24, 2011.
Samuel Eugene Eifling (’61), 75, of Pine Bluff, 
March 16, 2011.
Alice Ann Johns McCoppin (’61), 97, of 
Texarkana, Tex., February 5, 2010.
Peggy Dianne Simmons Pickett (’62), 69, of 
Ashdown, June 16, 2010.
James Edward Haynie (’63, ’65), 76, of Hot 
Springs, July 19, 2010.
Raymond Farrell Powell (’63), 79, of Waldo, 
October 30, 2010.
Edna Louise Tankersley Scott (’63), 79, of Hot 
Springs, April 8, 2010.
Bette Elaine Townley Shoptaw (’63), 68, of 
Little Rock, February 26, 2011.
Terry Don Thurman (’64), 67, of Texarkana, 
Tex., February 9, 2010.
W. C. Bython Watkins (’64), 67, of Texarkana, 
Tex., January 12, 2010.
Sue West Baker (’65), 69, of Glenwood, June 
20, 2010.
Alice Mae Newsom Fain (’65), 80, of Ashdown, 
July 25, 2010.
Donald E. Grigg (’65), 71, of Pine Bluff, May 6, 
2010.
Charles O. Shepard (’65), 67, of Elizabethtown, 
Ky., December 25, 2010.
Vaudi Mae Goodman Sherrill (’65), 89, of 
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., March 13, 2010.
Jerry Vaughan Hinson (’66), 67, of Des Arc, 
December 31, 2010.
Royce Byers “Roby” Loveless (’66), 66, of 
Alexander, September 20, 2010.
Hubert Leon Langley (’67, ’72), 65, of Idabel, 
Okla., February 5, 2011.
Wallace Diaz McKenzie (’67), 64, of Lebanon, 
Ohio, January 21, 2011.
Virginia B. Cantrell (’68), 68, of Searcy, 
November 1, 2010.
Louise Elizabeth Wear Curl (’68), 90, of Hot 
Springs, March 18, 2011.
Kay Frances Fiser Gillis (’68), 63, of Sheridan, 
February 23, 2010.
Ruby Claudette Lawson Kret (’68), 64, of 
Benton, March 4, 2011.
James Warren Lemley (’68), 71, of Van Buren, 
October 28, 2010.
Judy Clarice Sanderson Lively (’68, ’73), 62, 
of Hot Springs, August 18, 2010.
Rosalie Edds Painter (’68), 94, of Washington, 
Pa., August 1, 2010.
Shelba Jean Allen Tankersley (’68, ’78, ’85), 
74, of Bismarck, April 26, 2011.
Dale Edward Warnix (’68), 65, of Camden, 
August 9, 2010.
Harry Lee Whitmore (’68), 68, of Little Rock, 
January 19, 2011.

Robert Lee Bruce (’41), 89, of Davis, Calif., 
January 22, 2010.
Martha Louise Gardner Davies (’41), 91, of 
Gurdon, August 27, 2010.
Lucy Rachel Morrison (’41), 92, of Hot 
Springs, January 14, 2011.
Samuel Reo Flaherty (’43), 93, of Little Rock, 
May 11, 2011.
Lauree Dale Newton Martin (’43), 87, of 
Monroe, La., March 27, 2010.
David Roscoe Presson (’43), 90, of San 
Antonio, Tex., June 2, 2010.
Joy Whaley Wine (’45), 86, of Unicoi, Tenn., 
April 6, 2010.
Robert Carroll “Dusty” Malcolm (’46), 88, of 
Little Rock, May 11, 2010.
Mary Elise Walters Wheeler (’46), 84, of Hot 
Springs, February 11, 2010.
Maxine Marshall Zimmerman (’47), 85, of 
Maumelle, October 26, 2010.
Samuel Wright Baskin (’48), 89, of Malvern, 
December 12, 2010.
Leda Opal Graves Bloesch (’48), 92, of 
Batesville, February 14, 2011.
Teddy James Feimster (’48), 90, of Overland 
Park, Kans., September 5, 2010.
Patricia Mabrey Hester (’48), 83, of Doraville, 
Ga., June 6, 2010.
Ruel Prentis Scoggins (’48), 89, of San 
Antonio, Tex., March 23, 2010.
Virginia Rose Pratt Weaver (’48), 83, of 
Malvern, September 16, 2010.
Nickol Evelyn Smith Williams (’48, ’63), 85, of 
Arkadelphia, April 8, 2010.
Mabelle Ophelia Walthall Phillips Brothers 
(’49, ’59), 91, of Chidester, February 28, 2011.
Nellie Maude Reddin Foster (’49), 87, of 
Winnemucca, Nev., November 19, 2010.
Corrine Cox Fowler (’49), 82, of North Little 
Rock, November 13, 2010.
Elizabeth Jean Huchingson Harrington (’49), 
82, of El Paso, Tex., June 21, 2010.
Betty Jean Hamlet Miller (’49), 80, of Marked 
Tree, April 16, 2010.
Lula Jewell Yarborough [Stinnett] Tribble 
(’49), 86, of Chidester, January 16, 2011.

1950’s
Mary Elizabeth Kirkpatrick Ambler (’50), 80, 
of Midwest City, Okla., March 4, 2010.
June Mooney Aughenbaugh (’50), 84, of Hot 
Springs, May 12, 2010.
James Eugene Gingerich (’50, ’62), 87, of 
Stuttgart, May 9, 2010.

Obituaries

Eternal as the holly
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Nancy Story Drake (’69, ’76), 71, of Hope, June 
18, 2010.
Eva Sherman Furr (’69), 97, of Mena, March 
13, 2010.
Donal Ray Golden (’69), 66, of Hot Springs, 
March 21, 2010.
Delores Sue Kidd Tarleton (’69, ’74), 75, of Hot 
Springs, April 25, 2010.

1970’s
Anita Wood Garner (’70), 73, of Bearden, 
January 13, 2011.
Billy Ward Heinley (’70), 82, of Little Rock, 
December 27, 2010.
Tesa Emily Murray Strother (’70), 63, of 
Donaldson, May 3, 2011.
Bettie Romine Tapp (’70, ’76), 61, of Hot 
Springs, February 5, 2010.
Elton Ira Willis (’70), 62, of Texarkana, Tex., 
August 23, 2010.
Jerry Keith Hardin (’71), 64, of Benton, La., 
November 10, 2010.
Diane Carol McNamara (’71), 61, of 
Arkadelphia, March 16, 2011.
Joyce Henrietta Norwood (’71), 68, of 
Texarkana, Tex., July 3, 2010.
Glenda Carol Reid Porter (’71), 64, of Little 
Rock, May 3, 2011.
James William Russell (’71), 63, of Collierville, 
Tenn., February 26, 2010.
Frances Rich Headley (’72), 61, of Lavaca, 
April 13, 2010.
Pamela Corley Ashworth (’73), 58, of 
Sheridan, September 2, 2010.
Rex Dale Franklin (’73), 66, of Oden, June 22, 
2010.
Garry Lynn Ward (’73), 61, of Mountain Pine, 
April 10, 2011.
Daymon Wayne Callaway (’74), 59, of Little 
Rock, June 12, 2010.
Lula Mae Jones Clay (’74), 81, of Forrest City, 
May 1, 2010.
Phyllis Dunlap Hankins (’74), 59, of 
Arkadelphia, August 3, 2010.
Bobby Eugene Hannon (’74), 76, of Hot 
Springs, August 28, 2010.
Oscar Clifton Shackelford (’75), 75, of 
Camden, May 31, 2010.
Ronald Wilson Beckwith (’76), 56, of Sheridan, 
September 18, 2010.
Vivian Bernice Burke (’77), 89, of Willis, Tex., 
May 29, 2010.
Beverly Medlock McClain (’78), 60, of Hot 
Springs, August 30, 2010.
Beverly Throgmorton (’78, ’83), 55, of Helena- 
West Helena, January 3, 2011.
Wavanee J. Barentine Whisenhunt (’78, ’89), 
77, of Kirby, May 3, 2011.
Rick Dial (’79), 56, of Malvern, May 28, 2011.
Hilma Eloyce Smith Walker (’79), 54, of 
Oakland, Calif., June 19, 2010.

1980’s
Chester Dewayne Douglas (’80), 51, of 
Eminence, Ky., January 9, 2009.
Angela Kay Conatser McCallum (’80), 61, of 
Arkadelphia, March 23, 2011.
Jack Dean Tidball (’80, ’81), 61, of Rison, May 
10, 2010.
Joseph Paul Pinkert (’84), 73, of Hot Springs, 
May 5, 2010.
Melinda Rae Gilbert Walls (’85), 46, of Little 
Rock, May 4, 2011.

1990’s
Laverne Denise Harper (’90), 44, of Little Rock, 
October 11, 2010.
George Christopher Andrus (’91), 58, of 
Arkadelphia, May 12, 2011.
Linda Lucille Benson Beene (’92), 56, of 
Arkadelphia, August 19, 2010.
Leslie Elizabeth LaGrossa (’95), 57, of North 
Little Rock, October 8, 2010.
Jason Townsend Bland (’96), 37, of 
Shreveport, La., June 7, 2010.
Remmel “Happy” Miron Grayson (’97), 51, of 
Tillar, February 14, 2011.
Kyle Jeremy Kauffman (’97), 37, of Orlando, 
Fla., April 19, 2011.
David Edwin Terrell (’97), 62, of Arkadelphia, 
September 20, 2010.
Rebecca Mae Tillery Verser (’97), 35, of Las 
Cruces, N. Mex., March 31, 2010.
Linsley Lee Bradwell (’98), 48, of Sherwood, 
August 27, 2010.
Nellie Jo “Neja” Pafford Floyd (’98), 39, of Hot 
Springs, April 30, 2011.

2000’s
Angela Eckhart (’04), 28, of Hot Springs, 
August 17, 2010.
Monte Ray Sowell (’04), 45, of Magnet Cove, 
September 7, 2010.
Janitta Bass Skaggs (’05), 54, of Hot Springs, 
June 18, 2010.
Christopher Dennis Castleberry (’06), 27, of 
Marshall, Tex., September 21, 2010.
Cassandra Crutchfield Hogan (’06), 30, of 
Arkadelphia, July 26, 2010.
Carlzetta Renee Hadley Cummings (’08, ’09), 
24, of Arkadelphia, January 9, 2011.

Faculty, Staff and Friends
Margaret Elizabeth Milloway Adcock (retired 
staff), 72, of Arkadelphia, October 15, 2010.
James T. Blackmon (H Award recipient), 77, of 
Arkadelphia, May 16, 2010.
James Thomas “Buddy” Copeland (H Award 
recipient), 86, of Arkadelphia, June 8, 2010.
Joe Carl Coulter, Jr. (retired faculty), 76, of Hot 
Springs, February 26, 2010.
Lois Clinton Dodson (retired faculty/alumni 
’65), 72, of Arkadelphia, May 2, 2011.

Kathleen Winburn Freeman (retired staff), 74, 
of Arkadelphia, April 20, 2011.
Eugene Kuyper (retired faculty), 91, of 
Arkadelphia, November 23, 2010.
Daniel Lee Marsh (retired faculty), 77, of 
Greenwood, July 26, 2010.
Eula Faye Roberson Reese (retired staff), 69, 
of Arkadelphia, July 15, 2010.
Claudine Wisener Stephens (retired staff), 88, 
of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., November 28, 2010.
Claude W. Sumerlin (retired faculty), 87, of 
Lynchburg, Va., February 17, 2011.

Former Students
Jack Melton Irvin (attended ’38-’40), 89, of 
Sheridan, June 15, 2010.
Leola Elizabeth Anderson Hagerman 
(attended ’40), 94, of Benton, November 27, 
2010.
Rush Simonson (attended ’47-’49), 84, of 
Tequesta, Fla., January 26, 2011.
Othell Bain (attended ’48-’50), 79, of San 
Antonio, Tex., June 21, 2010.
Eugene A. Merritt (attended ’49-’51), 87, of 
Little Rock, August 5, 2010.
Bill Wesley Pierce (attended ’51-’55), 79, of 
Rockport, May 19, 2010.
Bob Carl Whitson (attended ’53-’56), 75, of 
Roland, June 13, 2010.
Phillip Ernest Davis (attended ’59-’61), 69, of 
New Ulm, Tex., May 10, 2011.
Charles Richard Alexander (attended ’60-’61), 
78, of Camden, April 19, 2010.
Cary Neil Leverett (attended ’89-’93), 39, of 
Horatio, August 4, 2010.
Shannon Felicia Buck (attended ’90), 44, of 
Bismarck, December 28, 2010.
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To read current news or to view the university calendar, 
visit Henderson’s updated website: www.hsu.edu.

Stay connected after graduation

View news, photos, and other  
updates concerning Henderson

Celebrate your success stories

Receive notice of alumni events

Connect with former classmates

Share your memories with the 
Henderson community

•

•

•

•

•

•

Henderson State 
University Alumni
Official page for graduates, friends

THE AMERICAN PLAN, by Richard Greenberg
September 29, 30, October 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 22, 2011, (7:30 pm), Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

KENNEDY CENTER AMERICAN COLLEGE THEATER FESTIVAL, ARKANSAS
(Productions presented by a number of Arkansas colleges and universities)
October 26, 27, 28, 29, 2011 (TBA), Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre & Arkansas Hall Auditorium

HOLIDAY MEMORIES, by Russell Vandenbroucke, from the stories of Truman Capote
November 17, 18, 19, 21, 28, 29, 30, 2011, (7:30 pm), Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

SECOND STAGE SERIES: (PLAY TBA)
December 1, 2, 3, 2011, (7:30 pm), Arkansas Hall Auditorium

SECOND STAGE SERIES: STUDENT DIRECTED SHORT PLAYS
December 6, (7:30 pm) and December 7, (2:30 pm,) 2011, Arkansas Hall Studio Theatre

HSU THEATRE PRODUCTION DATES
2011-2012 SEASON

BOX OFFICE: (870) 230-5291

To join our page, go to
facebook.com/henderson.alumni

and ‘like’ us!

The University Archives and the Special Collections Department of Huie Library are actively collecting 
Henderson-related papers and memborabilia. Items donated to the Archives and Special Collections are 
housed in a temperature and humidity-controlled environment and are available for research purposes. 
Rotating exhibits from the collections are installed in Huie Library three times a year. Acceptable items 
include but are not limited to: Henderson related papers, photographs, clothing and athletic gear. 

To donate items to the University Archives or Special Collections, please contact David Sesser, special 
collections curator, at sesserd@hsu.edu or 870-230-5318.

Preserve your Reddie Memories for Future Generations
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A Henderson Homecoming — 2010 Panorama

Reddies Come Home —
1) Alumni from the 1950s era meet 
at their Back to the 50s Bash; 
2) Local young alumni gather 
after homecoming to Eat, Drink, 
and Be Scary with Halloween-
themed refreshments and decor; 
3) Henderson recognizes its ‘H’ 
Award recipients. (l-r) Dr. Charles 
Welch (former president) and 
Sherry Wright (alumni coordinator) 
present plaques to Sharon Gardner 
and Babs (’51) and John Hesterly 
(’51); 4) Previously recognized 
Golden Reddies reacquaint before 
the 1960 class is inducted into 
the Half-Century Club as 50-year 
graduates of the university; 5) Col. 
Phil Foster (’84) and Bill Campbell 
(’57, ’73) chat during the alumni 
open house held at the Barkman 
House; 6) Reddie alumni and 
supporters gather for a cup of joe 
at the annual alumni coffee the 
Wednesday of homecoming week; 
7) Kenneth Muldrew (’72, pictured) 
and Harold Stafford (’70) receive 
the Outstanding Black Alumni 
award presented at a diversity 
reception held at Newberry 
House, the president’s home; 8) 
Tailgating begins early the morning 
of homecoming. The Showband 
of Arkansas regales alumni with 
their pre-game warm-up as hungry 
Reddie fans gather under the big 
red tent for tailgate fare. 
Go Reddies!
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HOMECOMING SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Wednesday, October 19, 2011
Chamber of Commerce Community Coffee

     Arkadelphia Town Hall, 10-noon

Friday, October 21, 2011
Alumni Open House

     Barkman House (356 North 10th Street), 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Saturday, October 22, 2011
Golden Reddie Brunch & Induction of Class of 1961 (Previous classes invited)

     Garrison Center Banquet Room, 10 a.m.
Reddie Tailgating

     Area Between Carpenter-Haygood Stadium and Intramural Field, noon - ? 
Football Game, HSU vs. East Central Oklahoma

     Carpenter-Haygood Stadium, 3 p.m. kick-off

•

•

•

•

•

2011
Please see  our website for additional events and up-to-date information: www.hsu.edu/alumni


